
 

 

Weslaco East Early College High School 

Summer Bridge Program (Incoming 9th Graders) 

 

Purpose of Summer Bridge: 

Summer Bridge Program provides students an opportunity to acquire 

skills and strategies needed to prepare and possibly pass the Texas 

Success Initiative exam. Passing TSI exam scores are required for most 

of the college courses students will take as an Early College High School 

student. The program also provides an orientation to the Early College 

High School Program and dual credit process through South Texas 

College.  

 

Curriculum:  

APEX Learning Digital Curriculum‐ TSI Preparation 

https://www.apexlearning.com/digital‐curriculum 

https://www.apexlearning.com/digital‐curriculum 

TSI Tutorials are designed based off of TSI test blueprints with consideration of the TSI 
assessment manual to provide students a more successful and less stressful 
preparation effort as they work to demonstrate their college readiness on the TSI 
Assessment. 

TSI Mathematics, Writing, and Reading Tutorials offer targeted instruction, practice, and 
review. Students engage with the content in an interactive, feedback-rich environment 
as they progress through TSI test aligned modules.  Students practice skills essential to 
the test they’re preparing for and build the depth of knowledge, confidence, and higher 
order skills required to demonstrate mastery when put to the test. 

In each module, the Learn It and Try It make complex ideas accessible to students 
through focused content, guided analysis, and practice with personalized feedback so 
students are empowered to increase their Exam Readiness. The Review It offers an 
engaging and high impact video summary of key concepts and important to grasp 
connections. The Test It assesses students’ mastery of the module’s concepts, 
providing granular performance data to students and teachers, linking a student’s 
performance to TSI strand descriptions and score ranges. To help students focus on the 



 

 

content most relevant to them, unit-level pretests and posttests can quickly identify 
where students are ready for test day and where they still need to review and practice. 

  

This Tutorial is aligned with TSI Assessment Blueprints and Strand descriptions for 
Math and ELA test sections. 

 

June 2nd (Tuesday)  

8:00 am‐10:00 am    All parent permission forms for STC trip will be 
collected. STC Trip waiver forms will be 
distributed.    

 Students will meet Early College High School Staff. 
 Students will be provided an opportunity to obtain 

their student ID cards. 
 Students will take a tour of the WEHS campus.  

 

10:00 am‐11:00  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

11:00 am‐12 noon  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

 

June 3rd (Wednesday)‐ ALL DAY 

8:00 am‐9:00 am   Collect STC trip waiver forms & permission slip 
 Students will complete Pre-Assessment  

(Rm. 231 & 208) 
 

9:00 am‐10:00 am  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

10:00 am‐ 11:00 am  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

11:00‐ 11:40 am  LUNCH 

11:45 am  Board the Bus  

12:00 noon‐ 4:00 pm  South Texas College Summer Bridge Trip 

 

June 4th (Thursday) 

8:00 am‐10:00 am  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

10:00 am‐ 12:00 noon  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

 

June 8th‐June 10th (Monday‐Wednesday) 

8:00 am‐ 9:15 am  Math (Rm. 137)  ELA (Rm. 126) 

9:20 am‐ 10:35 am  Math (Rm. 137  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135) 

10:40 am‐ 12 noon  APEX/Cambridge (Rm. 135)  ELA (Rm. 126) 



 

 

 

June 11th (Thursday)‐ ALL DAY  

8:00 am‐4:00 pm  TSI testing (Rm. 231 and Rm. 208) 

Weslaco East Early College High School 

Summer Bridge Program (Rising 10th‐12th Grade) 

 

June 2nd through 4th; June 8th through 9th 

12:30 pm‐1:30 pm  APEX/Cambridge 

1:30 pm‐2:30 pm  ELA 

2:30 pm‐3:30 pm  Math 

3:30 pm‐ 4:30 pm  APEX/Cambridge 

 

June 10th 

12:30 pm‐2:30 pm  ELA 

2:30 pm‐4:30 pm  Math 

 

June 11th 

8:00 am‐4:00 pm  TSI testing (Rm. 231 and Rm. 208) 
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The Credit READY! program is designed 
to provide data-driven instruction that 
prepares students for test day in a 
classroom setting. The program also 
includes computer-based practice 
opportunities to make sure students are 
ready for test day. 

This sample details the three steps in the 
Credit READY! program:

Pre-Test + Data

Prep Book

Score Booster

The program begins with a pre-test that 
produces individual and group reports 
you can use to plan your course. 

The student book and corresponding 
teacher's guide, Prep for the TSI 
Assessment, feature skills review, 
exercises, and tips and strategies to 
prepare students for the test. 

And the online Score Booster offers 
plenty of computer-based practice. 

In addition, teachers receive supplemental 
resources to help raise student scores. 

Program Overview
STUDENT MATERIAL

TEACHER MATERIAL



Credit READY! Prep for the TSI Assessment Sample  • 3 www.CambridgeEd.com  •  (847) 299-2930

Pre-Testing and Data

The Credit READY! course begins with a 
pre-test. The purpose of a pre-test is to 
provide a benchmark for both teachers 
and students. 

The information from a student’s pre-test 
is used to compile the data report that 
results in tailored lesson plans that focus 
on meeting students’ instructional needs. 

Cambridge's pre-test is easy to use in 
the classroom. It is a paper-pencil test, 
allowing for valuable in-class review and 
discussion of pre-test items. 

Sample Student Summary and Item Analysis
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•  READING

Student TextStudent Text

94

Teacher’s Note

These test specs are for the 
computer-based, adaptive 
placement test. 

As part of the Cambridge program, 
students take a paper-pencil pre-
test, which includes more items 
because it is not adaptive. Make sure 
your students know what to expect 
on test day.

  94  •  READING 

About the Reading Test  
The Reading test does not measure whether you can read. Instead, it measures whether you 
can understand certain things about what you read:  

• Do you understand the author’s main point?  

• Can you find specific details in the passage? 

• Do you notice and understand ideas that are implied but not stated explicitly in the 
passage?  

• Can you determine the meaning of a word as it is used in the context of a passage? 

• Can you make connections between two passages?  

The test includes 24 questions, each connected to a passage or pair of passages. The passages 
have some specific features:  

• Most passages are informative passages of about 100 words, each associated with one 
question. 

• The test will include at least one pair of passages with one or more associated 
questions. 

• The test will include a longer passage of about 400 words. This passage will be a work 
of fiction and will be associated with four questions. 

Each question is a multiple-choice question and has four answer choices. 

Your task on this test is similar to your task in any other assigned reading: read the passage in 
such a way that you understand what it is saying. The difference here is that you are then 
required to demonstrate that you understand by answering multiple-choice questions. 

Test Day Strategies  

Preview the Item Stems 
Before reading a passage, preview the corresponding item stem, which is presented either as a 
question or an incomplete statement. If a stem mentions a key word or phrase, make a mental 
note and look for it as you read the passage. See what you would learn from the following 
items, in which only the item stems are visible. 

_013 TSI Reading About the Test_TG.indd   94 1/4/2018   11:44:05 AM

About the Test
OVERVIEW UNIT

Cambridge’s Credit READY! print 
materials are divided into sections that 
cover each of the tests: Writing, Reading, 
and Math. Each section begins with an 
introduction to the test. Students learn 
what is tested and then learn strategies 
for selecting answers, guessing, and 
using the test design to find the answers. 
As students become more familiar with 
the structure of each section of the test, 
they are equipped with the strategies 
they need to approach the test with 
confidence. 

Sample Reading About the Test page 
from the Credit READY! Teacher's Guide
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•  WRITING

Student TextStudent Text

36

   36  •  WRITING 

Punctuation Saves Lives 
It’s important to be clear, as the following example illustrates:  

 

 

 

Commas 
In general, commas are used for clarity, to communicate when a speaker would pause or 
use non-verbal signals to communicate meaning. Make sure you use commas correctly by 
following four simple rules. 

 
TIP: Memorize the four rules explained below. 

Rule #1: In a series of three or more elements, use commas to separate the elements. 

 

Commas are used to separate the elements of a series so that a reader can easily see where 
one element ends and the next begins. 

Incorrect: The cake contains raisins dried apricots pineapple pieces walnuts and 
almonds. 

The sentence has a list of ingredients. Commas between the ingredients will avoid 
confusion. 

Correct: The cake contains raisins, dried apricots, pineapple pieces, walnuts, and 
almonds. 

 
Let’s eat grandma! 

 
Let’s eat, grandma! 

Teacher’s Note

For those of us schooled in the 
“Memorize this rule” tradition, one of 
the big questions of comma usage is 
whether to put a comma before the 
conjunction following the penultimate 
element in a series:

. . . oranges, apples, pears, and 
raisins.
. . . oranges, apples, pears and 
raisins.

Most publishing houses have a style 
policy incorporating one or the other 
approach, but both are correct. If 
you like, you can give your students 
a de� nite rule (do or don’t). The rule 
won’t be “more correct” than the 
other approach, but it will eliminate 
uncertainty. Importantly, nothing on 
the test turns on this issue. Since there 
is no right or wrong answer, the issue is 
not tested.

TSI Pro� ciency Statement

Students can consistently place 
commas and semicolons appropriately. 

Students can consistently place 
quotation marks appropriately, in 
conjunction with other punctuation. 

Students can consistently use end 
punctuation correctly. 

_008 TSI Writing Sentence Structure_TG.indd   36 12/18/2017   2:19:59 PM

Lessons

At the heart of the course, the Prep for the 
TSI Assessment book contains lessons 
that teach the tested topics systematically, 
helping students refresh the skills they 
need and learn key strategies to boost 
scores. Instructors teach through the 
tested concepts using short lessons with 
examples. 

The teacher‘s guide includes notes on 
covering the material and pointers on 
additional information students might find 
helpful.

Sample Writing Lesson page 
from the Credit READY! Teacher's Guide
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205UNIT 3 | INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA  •

Student TextStudent Text

UNIT 2 | INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA  •  205    

 

EXERCISE 2 
DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer from the four choices given. Answers are on page 
268. 

1. What is the greatest common factor 
of 8x3y4z6, 12x5y3z7, and 24x4yz5? 

A. 2x12y8z18 

B. 4x3y3z6 
C. 24x3yz5 

D. 4x3yz5 

2. Which of the following expressions is 
equivalent to 2 2x y− ? 

A. 2 22x xy y− −  
B. ( )( )x y x y+ +  
C. ( )( )x y x y− +  
D. ( )( )x y x y− −  

3. Which of the following is the 
factorization of 2 20x x+ − ? 

A. ( 5)( 4)x x+ −  
B. ( 4)( 5)x x+ −  
C. ( 2)( 10)x x+ −  
D. ( 10)( 2)x x+ −  

4. Which of the following is the 
factorization of 2 2 24x x− − ? 

A. + −( 6)( 4)x x  
B. ( 6)( 4)x x− +  
C. + −( 2)( 12)x x  
D. − +( 3)( 8)x x  

5. Which of the following expressions is 

equivalent to 
2 6

2
x x

x
− −
+

? 

A. 2 3
2
xx − −  

B. −2 2x  
C. −2x  
D. 3x −  
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The Prep for the TSI Assessment book 
contains exercises following each lesson. 
Students can complete the exercises 
on their own or you can work through 
each problem as a class. The exercises 
are designed to be short reinforcement 
activities to help students verify that they 
understand the material.

Exercises

Sample Math Exercise page 
from the Credit READY! Teacher's Guide
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As the final step in the Credit READY! 
course, the Score Booster provides 
online, adaptive practice to ensure 
student mastery. The Score Booster 
features four quizzes for each test 
subject. The quizzes are organized by 
question type so students can practice 
each of the skills needed on test day. 
Students can take each quiz more than 
once due to the adaptive nature of the 
quizzes, and teachers can view student 
progress in real time. Students receive an 
estimated TSI score for each test subject 
based on their performance on the Score 
Booster.

Score Booster

Screenshots of quiz and report pages 
from the Score Booster
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 Teacher Resource Materials  
Cambridge also includes access to the online Teacher Resource Center with your purchase of a Teacher’s Guide. The center includes test 
updates, course timing suggestions, progress reports, and much more.

Sample teacher resource center
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Contact us for 
more information!

Like what you see? Contact Cambridge 
Educational Services to order your Credit 
READY! Prep for the TSI Assessment 
program materials today!

Contact us for more information. 

Aaron Patterson
Vice President of Customer Service

  (847)-299-2930 ext. 232
 Patterson@CambridgeEd.com.
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